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CHAPTER XXIV.
HYGIENIC AND  COSMETIC  PERFUMERY.
PERFUMERY is not merely called upon to act in an aesthet-
ic direction and gladden the senses; it has another and more
important aim, that is, to aid in some respects the practice of
medicine. It is not necessary to point out that in this sense,
too, it acts in an aesthetic way; for health and beauty are one
and inseparable.
The field relegated to perfumery with reference to hygiene
is extensive, comprising the care of the skin, the hair, and the
mouth. But we also find in commercial perfumery articles
which possess no medicinal effect and serve merely for beau-
tifying some parts of the body, for instance, paints and hair
dyes. As it is not possible to separate perfumes with hygienic
effects from cosmetics, we shall describe the latter in connec-
tion with the former.
To repeat, hygienic perfumery has to deal with such sub-
stances as have really a favorable effect on health. No one
will deny that soap takes the first place among them. Soap
promotes cleanliness, and cleanliness in itself is essential to
health. But it would exceed the scope of this work were we
to treat in detail of the manufacture of soap and its employ-
ment in the toilet; we must confine ourselves to some.special-
ties exclusively made, by perfumers and into the composition
of which soap enters. We do so the more readily since per-
fumers are but rarely in a position to make soap, and in most
cases find it more advantageous to buy the raw material, that
is, ordinary good soap, from the manufacturer and to per-
fume it.